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The Centers for Disease Control and Preven�on (CDC) has prepared a list of FAQs to help educate the public on various 
aspects of COVID-19 vaccina�on. This ar�cle features some of these FAQs. 

Vaccine Development

How many COVID-19 vaccines are under development?
Currently, two vaccines are authorized and recommended to prevent COVID-19:

Mul�ple COVID-19 vaccines are also s�ll under development. Large-scale (Phase 3) clinical trials are in progress or being 
planned for two addi�onal COVID-19 vaccines in the United States.

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine

Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine
•
•

Has there been a coronavirus vaccine developed before? What’s known about it, and can it be helpful today in working 
toward a COVID-19 vaccine?
When a new flu strain is iden�fied, like H1N1 in 2009, vaccine manufacturers can use the same processes that are used 
to make the annual seasonal flu vaccine, saving valuable �me. Unlike flu viruses, coronaviruses do not yet have licensed 
vaccines or processes to build on. In addi�on, the virus that causes COVID-19 is a new virus, so en�rely new vaccines 
must be developed and tested to ensure they work and are safe. There are many steps in the vaccine tes�ng and approval 
process. Mul�ple agencies and groups in the United States are working together to make sure a safe and effec�ve 
COVID-19 vaccine is available as quickly as possible.

Ge�ng Vaccinated

How many shots of the COVID-19 vaccine will be needed?
The two authorized and recommended vaccines to prevent COVID-19 in the United States both need two shots to be 
effec�ve. There is one COVID-19 vaccine in Phase 3 clinical trials in the United States that uses one shot.

Do I need to wear a mask when I receive a COVID-19 vaccine?
Yes. The CDC recommends that, during the pandemic, people wear a mask that covers their nose and mouth when in 
contact with others outside of their household, when in health care facili�es and when receiving any vaccine, including 
a COVID-19 vaccine. Anyone who has trouble breathing or is unable to remove a mask without assistance should not 
wear a mask. For more informa�on, visit considera�ons for wearing masks.

Who is paying for the COVID-19 vaccine?
Vaccine doses purchased with U.S. taxpayer dollars will be given to the American people at no cost. However, vaccina�on 
providers will be able to charge an administra�on fee for giving the shot to someone. Vaccine providers can get this fee 
reimbursed by the pa�ent’s public or private insurance company or, for uninsured pa�ents, by the Health Resources and 
Services Administra�on’s Provider Relief Fund.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Moderna.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/basics/test-approve.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/basics/test-approve.html
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://vcgconsultants.com/news-updates/
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Are there special considerations on who should get the COVID-19 vaccine first?
The CDC is making recommenda�ons for who should be offered the COVID-19 vaccine first when supplies are limited. To 
help guide decisions about how to distribute limited ini�al supplies of COVID-19 vaccines, the CDC and the Advisory 
Commi�ee on Immuniza�on Prac�ces have published recommenda�ons on which groups should be vaccinated first. The 
goal is for everyone to be able to easily get a COVID-19 vaccina�on as soon as large quan��es of the vaccine are available.

While the CDC makes recommenda�ons for who should be offered a COVID-19 vaccine first, each state has its own plan 
for vaccine priori�za�on, distribu�on and alloca�on. Please contact your state health department for more informa�on 
on their planning for COVID-19 vaccines.

If I have already had COVID-19 and recovered, do I still need to get vaccinated with a COVID-19 vaccine when it’s 
available?
COVID-19 vaccina�on should be offered to you regardless of whether you already had a COVID-19 infec�on. You should 
not be required to have an an�body test before you are vaccinated.

However, anyone currently infected with COVID-19 should wait to get vaccinated un�l a�er their illness has resolved and 
a�er they have met the criteria to discon�nue isola�on.

Addi�onally, current evidence suggests that reinfec�on with the virus that causes COVID-19 is uncommon in the 90 days 
a�er ini�al infec�on. Therefore, people with a recent infec�on may delay vaccina�on un�l the end of that 90-day period, 
if desired.

Why would a vaccine be needed if we can do other things, like social distancing and wearing masks, to prevent the 
virus that causes COVID-19 from spreading?
Stopping a pandemic requires using all the tools available. Vaccines work with your immune system so your body will be 
ready to fight the virus if you are exposed. Other steps, like covering your mouth and nose with a mask and staying at 
least 6 feet away from others, help reduce your chance of being exposed to the virus or spreading it to others. Together, 
COVID-19 vaccina�on and following the CDC’s recommenda�ons to protect yourself and others will offer the best 
protec�on from COVID-19.

Do I need to wear a mask and avoid close contact with others if I have received two doses of the vaccine?
Yes. While experts learn more about the protec�on that COVID-19 vaccines provide under real-life condi�ons, it will be 
important for everyone to con�nue using all the tools available to us to help stop this pandemic, like covering your mouth 
and nose with a mask, washing hands o�en, and staying at least 6 feet away from others.

Together, COVID-19 vaccina�on and following the CDC’s recommenda�ons for how to protect yourself and others will 
offer the best protec�on from ge�ng and spreading COVID-19. Experts need to understand more about the protec�on 
that COVID-19 vaccines provide before changing recommenda�ons on steps everyone should take to slow the spread of 
the virus that causes COVID-19. Other factors, including how many people get vaccinated and how the virus is spreading 
in communi�es, will also affect this decision.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://vcgconsultants.com/
https://vcgconsultants.com/
https://vcgconsultants.com/news-updates/
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When can I stop wearing a mask and avoiding close contact with others after I have been vaccinated?
There is not enough informa�on currently available to say if or when the CDC will stop recommending that people wear 
masks and avoid close contact with others to help prevent the spread of the virus that causes COVID-19. Experts need to 
understand more about the protec�on that COVID-19 vaccines provide before making that decision. Other factors, 
including how many people get vaccinated and how the virus is spreading in communi�es, will also affect this decision.

Are there other vaccines that can help prevent me from getting COVID-19?
There are currently no available vaccines that will prevent COVID-19. However, mul�ple agencies and groups in the 
United States are working together to make sure that a safe and effec�ve COVID-19 vaccine is available as quickly as 
possible.

A flu vaccine will not protect you from ge�ng COVID-19, but it can prevent you from ge�ng the flu at the same �me as 
COVID-19. This can keep you from having a more severe illness. While it’s not possible to say with certainty what will 
happen in the winter, CDC believes it’s likely that flu viruses and the virus that causes COVID-19 will both be spreading 
during that �me. That means that ge�ng a flu vaccine is more important than ever.

Does immunity after getting COVID-19 last longer than protection from COVID-19 vaccines?
The protec�on someone gains from having an infec�on (called natural immunity) varies depending on the disease, and 
it varies from person to person. Since this virus is new, we don’t know how long natural immunity might last. Current 
evidence suggests that reinfec�on with the virus that causes COVID-19 is uncommon in the 90 days a�er ini�al infec�on.

Regarding vaccina�on, we won’t know how long immunity lasts un�l we have a vaccine and more data on how well it 
works.

Both natural immunity and vaccine-induced immunity are important aspects of COVID-19 that experts are trying to learn 
more about, and the CDC will keep the public informed as new evidence becomes available.

What percentage of the population needs to get vaccinated to have herd immunity to COVID-19?
Experts do not know what percentage of people would need to get vaccinated to achieve herd immunity to COVID-19. 
Herd immunity is a term used to describe when enough people have protec�on—either from previous infec�on or 
vaccina�on—that it is unlikely a virus or bacteria can spread and cause disease. As a result, everyone within the 
community is protected even if some people don’t have any protec�on themselves. The percentage of people who need 
to have protec�on in order to achieve herd immunity varies by disease.

Safety

How do I report it if I have a problem or bad reaction after getting a COVID-19 vaccine?
The CDC and Food and Drug Administra�on (FDA) encourage the public to report possible side effects (called adverse 
events) to the Vaccine Adverse Event Repor�ng System (VAERS). This na�onal system collects these data to look for 
adverse events that are unexpected, appear to happen more o�en than expected, or have unusual pa�erns of 
occurrence. Learn about the difference between a vaccine side effect and an adverse event. Reports to VAERS help the 
CDC monitor the safety of vaccines. Safety is a top priority.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/index.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/sideeffects/index.html
https://vcgconsultants.com/
https://vcgconsultants.com/news-updates/
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Health care providers will be required to report certain adverse events following vaccina�on to VAERS. Health care 
providers also have to adhere to any revised safety repor�ng requirements according to the FDA’s condi�ons of 
authorized use throughout the dura�on of any emergency use authoriza�on; these requirements would be posted on 
the FDA’s website.

The CDC is also implemen�ng a new smartphone-based tool called v-safe to check in on people’s health a�er they receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine. When you receive your vaccine, you should also receive a v-safe informa�on sheet telling you how 
to enroll in v-safe. If you enroll, you will receive regular text messages direc�ng you to surveys where you can report any 
problems or adverse reac�ons you have a�er receiving a COVID-19 vaccine.

Summary
For more informa�on or to view addi�onal FAQs, click here. 

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://vcgconsultants.com/
https://vcgconsultants.com/news-updates/



